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The  summary  information  in  this  report  provides  teachers,  school 
administrators,  students,  and  the  general  public  with  an  overview 
of  results  from  the  January  1993  administration  of  the  English  33 
Diploma  Examination.  This  information  is  most  helpful  when  used 
in  conjunction  with  the  detailed  school  and  jurisdiction  reports  that 
have  been  mailed  to  schools  and  school  jurisdiction  offices.  An 
annual  provincial  report  containing  a detailed  analysis  of  the 
combined  January,  June,  and  August  results  is  pubhshed  each  year. 

Description  of  the  Examination 

The  English  33  Diploma  Examination  consists  of  two  parts: 
a written-response  section  and  a reading  section.  Each  part  is  worth 
50%  of  the  total  examination  mark. 

Achievement  of  Standards 

The  information  reported  is  based  on  the  final  com-se  marks 
achieved  by  4 621  students  who  wrote  the  January  1993 
examination. 

• 94.2%  of  these  students  achieved  the  acceptable  standard 
(a  final  course  mark  of  50%  or  higher). 

• 4.1%  of  these  students  achieved  the  standard  of  excellence 
(a  final  course  mark  of  80%  or  higher). 

Generally,  student  achievement  in  English  33  was  satisfactory. 

The  proportion  of  students  achieving  the  acceptable  standard  was 
similar  to  the  proportion  in  January  1992  and  shghtly  higher  than 
the  proportion  in  June  1992.  The  proportion  of  students  achieving 
the  standard  of  excellence  was  slightly  higher  than  it  was  in 
January  and  June  1992. 

Provincial  Averages 

• The  average  school-awarded  mark  was  60.9%. 

• The  average  diploma  examination  mark  was  63.6%. 

• The  average  final  course  mark,  representing  an  equal 
weighting  of  the  school-awarded  mark  and  the  diploma 
examination  mark,  was  62.8%. 
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Part  A:  Written  Response 

Part  A:  Written  Response  is  written  at  a different  time  from  Part  B:  Reading.  Students  are  required  to 
complete  three  writing  assignments,  each  of  which  assesses  a variety  of  writing  and  thinking  skills. 

Readers  will  find  the  results  most  meaningful  in  the  context  of  the  assignments  and  the  scoring  descriptors. 

The  most  useful  starting  place  for  reviewing  these  results  is  at  the  (3)  Satisfactory  level.  Such  work  exceeds 
the  pass  mark  of  50%.  The  scoring  guides  that  describe  proficiency  levels  are  in  the  English  33  Diploma 
Examination  Update  for  1993,  which  is  available  in  all  schools. 

To  clarify  the  standard  at  (3)  Satisfactory,  the  standards  confirmers  made  additions  to  two  of  the  descriptors 
for  the  Matters  of  Convention  scoring  category  for  Section  I:  Personal  Response  to  Literature  during  the 
standards  confirmation  process  that  preceded  the  marking  session.  The  new  additions,  shown  in  italics,  are  as 
follows: 

(3)  Satisfactory:  This  writing  has  occasional  errors  in  mechanics  and  grammar.  A few  of  these  errors  may 
reduce  the  clarity  of  communication;  nevertheless,  the  student  generally  demonstrates  control  of  conventions. 

(2)  Limited:  This  writing  has  frequent  errors  in  mechanics  and  grammar.  Many  of  these  errors  reduce 
the  clarity  of  communication  and  indicate  that  the  student  is  not  in  control  of  conventions. 

Similar  additions  were  made  to  the  Writing  Skills  scoring  categories  for  Section  II:  Functional  Writing  and 
Section  III:  Response  to  Visual  Communication.  The  new  descriptors,  with  additions  in  italics,  are  as 
follows: 

(3)  Satisfactory:  The  selection  and  use  of  words  and  structures  are  generally  effective.  Errors  in  mechanics  and 
grammar  may  occasionally  reduce  the  clarity  of  commxinication,  but  control  of  conventions  is  generally  demonstrated. 

(2)  Limited:  The  selection  and  use  of  words  and  structures  may  be  ineffective.  Errors  in  mechanics  and 
grammar  reduce  the  clarity  of  communication  and  indicate  lack  of  control  of  conventions. 

The  table  below  outlines  the  requirements  for  each  assignment,  the  categories  for  scoring  each  assignment, 
the  amount  each  category  contributes  to  the  total  mark  (parts  A and  B combined),  and  the  percentage  of 
students  achieving  at  the  various  levels. 


Examination  Blueprint  and  Percentage  Distribution  of  Scores 


Proportion 

Percentage  Distribution  of  Scores 

Description  of  the 
Writing  Assignment 

Scoring 

Category 

of  Total 
Mark  (%) 

II  (5) 
Excellent 

<4) 

Proficient 

(3) 

Satisfactory 

(2) 

Limited 

(1) 

Poor 

Ins* 

Personal  Response  to 
Literature 

The  student  is  required  to 

1.  Thought 
and  Detail 

10.0 

1.3 

19,8 

53.3 

23.3 

1.9 

0.3 

read  a piece  of  literature 
and  to  write  a response  from 

2.  Organization 

5.0 

LI 

18.7 

61.2 

17.5 

1.2 

0.3 

a personal  perspective. 

3.  Matters  of 
Choice 

5.0 

1.7 

18.5 

64.2 

14.0 

1.3 

0.3 

4.  Matters  of 
Convention 

5.0 

2.1 

22.8 

63.7 

18.8 

2.3 

0.3 

Functional  Writing 

The  student  is  required  to 
write  a response  to  a 

1.  Thought 
Detail 

10.0 

1.6 

23.0 

57.2 

17.2 

0.6 

0.3 

particular  situation  (e.g.,  a 
business  letter  or  application). 

2.  Writing 
SkiUs 

5.0 

1.9 

18.8 

58.6 

18.7 

1.7 

0.3 

Response  to  Visual 
Communication 

The  writing  assignment  asks 

1.  Thought 
and  Detail 

5.0 

0.8 

11.4 

68.3 

26.6 

1.7 

1.2 

the  student  to  respond  to  a 
photograph.  The  student  is 

2.  Organization 

2.5 

0.7 

11,0 

56.7 

28.7 

1.7 

1.2 

reqiiired  to  write  about  main 
ideas  in  relation  to  techniques 
of  visual  commmiication. 

3.  Writing 
SkiUs 

2.5 

LI 

13.6 

60.7 

20.5 

2.9 

1.2 

*Ins  (Insufficient)  is  a special  category  that  includes  students  who  did  not  attempt  the  assignment,  who  wrote  too  little 
to  evaluate,  or  who  wrote  answers  that  were  completely  off  topic. 

Note:  The  shaded  portion  represents  the  percentage  of  students  who  achieved  or  exceeded  a (3)  Satisfactory  level  of 
performance. 


Examiners*  Comments 

The  excerpt  from  Martha  Ostenso’s  novel  Wild  Geese  that  appeared  in  the  Personal  Response  to 
Literature  section  was  considered  by  many  markers  as  a challenging  read  for  Enghsh  33  students.  (It  is 
noteworthy  that  a different  excerpt  from  Wild  Geese  was  used  on  Part  A of  the  January  1993  Enghsh  30 
Diploma  Examination.)  Many  markers  also  considered  the  topic — What  is  your  opinion  of  the  idea  that  we 
are  comforted  and  strengthened  by  recognizing  the  connection  between  ourselves  and  the  world  aroimd 
us? — to  be  highly  abstract  and,  therefore,  a difficult  writing  topic  for  English  33. 

However,  most  students  rose  to  the  challenge  of  the  assignment  and  explored  themes  such  as  “people  need  to 
feel  that  they  are  an  indispensable  part  of  their  environment,”  “to  learn  and  grow,  we  must  be  at  peace  with 
ourselves  and  recognize  our  connection  with  the  rest  of  the  world,”  “if  someone  who  is  alone  can  have  a 
feeling  of  comradeship  with  someone  else,  then  that  someone  is  no  longer  alone,”  and  “turning  to  nature 
when  loneliness  hits  makes  you  reahze  how  small  and  temporary  your  feelings  of  loneliness  are.”  Most 
students  commented  about  the  thoughts  and  feelings  of  the  selection’s  main  character  (Mark  Jordan)  as  these 
were  revealed  in  the  excerpt  and  then  went  on  to  relate  a personal  anecdote  from  their  own  Uves  that 
developed  the  idea  of  the  importance  of  being  connected  to  “the  world  around  us.”  Some  students  referred  to 
other  literature  that  they  had  studied  in  which  a character  gained  strength  and  comfort  by  recognizing  a 
connection  with  the  outside  world.  Student  responses  tended  to  be  well  organized. 

Students  achieving  the  acceptable  standard  demonstrated  a clear  but  general  understanding  of  the  excerpt 
and  topic.  They  clearly  stated  their  opinions,  which  were  usually  in  agreement  with  the  idea  that  seeing  the 
connection  between  ourselves  and  the  world  around  us  gives  us  strength  and  comfort.  Students  recognized 
that  Mark  Jordan  noticed  that  “things”  in  the  world  around  him  were  also  alone,  and  they  described  a 
personal  experience  during  which  they,  too,  felt  comforted  by  communing  with  nature  or  by  communicating 
with  a friend  or  family  member. 

To  achieve  the  acceptable  standard,  students  had  to  take  their  writing  beyond  the  idea  of  “being  alone”  to 
address  the  concept  of  connections  with  the  outside  world.  They  also  had  to  demonstrate  general  control  of 
conventions. 

Students  achieving  the  standard  of  excellence,  when  explicitly  analyzing  the  excerpt,  chose  specific  examples 
that  demonstrated  Mark  Jordan’s  thoughts  and  feehngs.  For  example,  these  students  typically  commented 
on  Mark  Jordan’s  sense  of  connection  with  the  wood  violet  at  the  base  of  the  burnt  stump  and  with  the  wild 
geese  and  their  “great  summoning  trumpet-call.”  When  relating  personal  anecdotes  or  the  experiences  of 
characters  from  other  literature  they  had  studied,  students  achieving  the  standard  of  excellence  imbued  their 
narrative  illustrations  with  enough  appropriate  and  effective  detail  to  make  these  illustrations  come  alive  for 
the  reader.  These  students  wrote  compositions  that  were  very  well  organized  and  were  essentially  free  from 
errors  in  mechanics  and  grammar.  Their  stylistic  choices  were  effective  and  polished. 

Most  students  responded  satisfactorily  to  the  Functional  Writing  assignment,  which  required  them  to  act 
as  representatives  of  their  English  33  classes  and  write  a letter  to  Ms  Lily  Mah,  a former  graduate  of  Nalwen 
Composite  High  School  who  is  now  a successful  author.  In  their  letters,  students  were  expected  to  invite  Ms 
Mah  to  speak  to  their  class  as  part  of  the  activities  surrounding  Education  Week  and  to  suggest  topics  that 
had  been  identified  by  class  members  as  “interesting  and  helpful.” 


Continued 


Students  achieving  the  acceptable  standard  used  a pohte  tone  and  fulfilled  the  function  of  the  letter  by 
requesting  that  Ms  Mah  speak  on  May  6,  1993  (as  indicated  in  the  assignment)  and  by  including  general 
suggestions  listed  by  class  members.  They  usually  concluded  their  letters  with  the  suggestion  that  Ms  Mah 
contact  them  at  the  school  to  indicate  her  acceptance.  To  achieve  the  acceptable  standard,  students  had  to 
indicate  the  specific  date  of  Ms  Mah’s  speaking  engagement,  and  had  to  include  suggestions  that  would 
assist  Ms  Mah  in  preparing  her  presentation. 

Students  achieving  the  standard  of  excellence  used  a tone  that  was  enthusiastic  but  respectful.  They 
included  precise,  significant  information  such  as  the  specific  time  allocated  for  Ms.  Mah’s  speech,  the 
location,  and  the  agenda  for  the  day’s  activities.  They  included  a phone  number  or  some  other  specific 
means  for  contact  and  specific  questions  for  Ms  Mah  to  answer  in  her  speech.  In  other  words,  these  students 
wrote  letters  engineered  to  elicit  Ms  Mah’s  acceptance. 

For  the  first  time  on  an  English  33  diploma  examination,  the  photograph  used  in  the  Response  to  Visual 
Communication  section  employed  color.  This  photograph,  taken  from  Equinox,  January/February  1992, 
shows  what  appears  to  be  three  generations  of  a Native  family — infant,  mother,  and  grandmother.  The 
mother  and  grandmother  are  seated  on  a couch.  The  grandmother  has  the  baby  in  her  arms  and  is  bent 
forward  kissing  it  while  the  mother  watches,  smiling,  from  the  background.  On  the  table  to  the 
grandmother’s  right  are  displayed  pictures  of  other  family  members  who  are  also  smiling  broadly.  Many 
students  responded  to  the  use  of  color  in  the  photograph,  noting  particularly  that  the  baby’s  blue  binding 
and  the  blue  head-dress  of  the  grandmother,  juxtaposed  against  the  primarily  white  background,  draw  the 
eye  to  the  central  focus  of  the  photograph,  the  grandmother’s  kiss. 

Students  achieving  the  acceptable  standard  interpreted  the  photograph  in  a conventional  way  discussing 
ideas  related  to  “love,”  “acceptance,”  “happiness,”  and  “bonding.”  To  achieve  the  acceptable  standard, 
students  had  to  form  a generalization  from  the  photograph  and  support  this  generalization  with  details 
present  in  the  photograph.  Students  who  merely  listed  details,  or  who  concentrated  on  a single  detail 
without  forming  a generalization,  did  not  achieve  the  acceptable  standard. 

Students  achieving  the  standard  of  excellence  provided  generalizations  that  went  beyond  the  confines  of  the 
photograph  to  become  universal  statements  about  human  experience,  such  as  “children  are  a mother’s  pride 
and  joy,”  “women  provide  an  important  role  in  society  by  preserving  the  continuity  between  generations,” 
and  “people  may  come  from  different  cultures,  but  there  is  more  that  makes  them  similar  than  that  makes 
them  different.”  They  supported  these  generalizations  by  selecting  appropriate  details  from  the  photograph 
and  by  examining  the  photographer’s  choices,  such  as  cropping,  camera  angle,  and  plane  of  focus. 


Part  B:  Reading 

Subtest  Results 


Examination  Blueprint 


Results  are  in  average  raw 
scores. 

Total  Part  B:  46.4  out  of  69 


Subtest  Results:* 


Part  B:  Reading  has  a value  of  70*  marks,  one  mark  for  each  multiple-choice 
question.  Each  question  is  classified  in  two  ways:  according  to  the  curricular 
content  area  being  tested  and  according  to  the  thinking  (process)  skill 
demanded  by  the  question.  The  examination  blueprint  illustrates  the 
distribution  of  questions  in  January  1993  according  to  these  classifications. 


Course  Content 
•Main  Ideas/Details:  20.0  out  of  29 
•Relationship  Between  Form  and 
Content:  10.0  out  of  15 
•Human  Experience  and  Values: 
12.0  out  of  18 

•Knowledge  of  Revision  and 
Editing:  4.4  out  of  7 

*Readers  are  cautioned  not  to 
compare  subtest  results  because 
the  subtests  are  not  of  equal 
difficulty.  Instead,  readers  should 
compare  these  provincial  subtest 
results  with  their  own  school 
subtest  results. 


Classification  by  Thinking  Skills 

Classification  by 
Course  Content 

Literal 

Understanding 

Inference  and 
Application 

Evaluation 

Total 

Main  Ideas/ 
Details 

44,  45,  47,  48 

2,  3,  4,  7,  13, 
14,  17,  18,  20, 
21,  22,  32,  35, 
39,  41,  43,  46, 
49,  58,  61 

15,  26,  37,  42, 
50 

29  items 
(21%) 

Relationships  of 
Form  and 
Content 

28 

6,  8,  12,  16,  31, 
34,  38,  59,  69, 
70 

5,  27,  30,  33, 
36* 

16  items 
(11%) 

Human 
Experience 
and  Values 

1,  10,  11,  19, 
23,  24,  62,  63, 
64,  66,  67,  68 

9,  25,  29,  40, 
60,  65 

18  items 
(13%) 

Knowledge  of 
Revision  and 
Editing 

55,  56 

51,  52,  53,  54, 
57 

7 items 
(5%) 

Total 

7 items 
(5%) 

47  items 
(34%) 

16  items 
(11%) 

70  items 
(50%) 

* Question  36  was  dropped  from  the  examination  before  mark  calculations.  The  total  mark,  therefore,  was  69. 


Question-by-QuestionResults 


Question 

Key 

Difficulty* 

Question 

Key 

Difficulty* 

The  table  at  the  left  shows 

1 

A 

81.3 

36 

question-by-question  results  and 

2 

A 

39.0 

37 

B 

60.6 

the  keyed  answers.  Parallel 

3 

4 

D 

A 

85.9 

80.8 

38 

39 

A 

D 

75.9 

54.9 

tables  in  the  school  and 

5 

a 

D 

80.0 

69.6 

81.5 

40 

41 

42 

C 

P 

53.0 

65.7 

80.4 

jurisdiction  reports  show 

D 

7 

B 

D 

the  percentage  of  students  who 

8 

C 

75.4 

43 

B 

88.1 

selected  each  alternative.  From 

9 

D 

72.3 

44 

D 

65.1 

10 

C 

67.6 

45 

A 

74.3 

this  table,  teachers  can 

11 

12 

A 

C 

83.4 

91.0 

46 

47 

D 

A 

86.4 

73.2 

determine  areas  of  strength  and 

13 

D 

60.2 

48 

A 

49.0 

weakness  in  the  achievement  of 

14 

15 

C 

B 

60.5 

73.2 

49 

50 

A 

D 

81.3 

69.5 

their  students  relative  to  the 

16 

C 

55.9 

51 

D 

73.1 

province  as  a whole  and, 

17 

18 

A 

B 

65.0 

81.2 

52 

53 

C 

C 

33.1 

86.1 

consequently,  areas  of  strength 

19 

20 

B 

D 

72.0 

67.7 

54 

55 

B 

B 

63.9 

51.5 

and  weakness  in  their  programs. 

21 

B 

83.7 

56 

A 

59.0 

22 

C 

57.4 

57 

A 

70.1 

23 

B 

69.2 

58 

D 

68.6 

24 

B 

85.1 

59 

C 

72.1 

25 

D 

59.2 

60 

D 

46.8 

26 

B 

53.2 

61 

A 

66.5 

27 

A 

68.9 

62 

B 

70.7 

28 

B 

54.0 

63 

D 

50.0 

29 

C 

76.7 

64 

B 

65.5 

30 

B 

75.6 

65 

D 

69.2 

31 

B 

77.4 

66 

B 

60.7 

32 

A 

54.9 

67 

D 

49.0 

33 

C 

32.2 

68 

A 

69.6 

34 

D 

76.7 

69 

C 

49.2 

35 

C 

75.0 

70 

A 

46.9 

*Difificulty — percentage  of  students 
answering  the  question  correctly 


Examiners’  Comments 


The  following  table  gives  results  for  five  multiple-choice  questions.  For 
each  question,  statistics  are  given  for  three  student  groups.  The 
comments  following  the  table  discuss  some  of  the  decisions  that 
students  may  have  made  and  some  of  the  skills  they  may  have  used  to 
answer  these  questions  correctly. 

Percentage  of  Students  Correctly  Answering  Selected 
Multiple-Choice  Questions 


Question  Number 


Student  Group 

6 

7 

32 

33 

60 

67 

70 

All  students 

69.6 

81.5 

54.9 

32.2 

46.8 

49.0 

46.9 

Students  achieving  the  standard  of 
excellence  (80%  or  higher,  or  A)  on 
the  whole  examination 

87.3 

98.4 

72.8 

57.3 

85.4 

80.2 

85.1 

Students  achieving  the  acceptable 
standard  who  received  marks 
between  50%  and  64%,  or  C,  on 
the  whole  examination 

64.3 

77.3 

52.0 

25.7 

31.4 

36.4 

38.7 

6.  The  stage  direction  and  dialogue  in 
lines  66  and  67  suggest  that  Mr.  Bennet 

A.  lacks  good  manners 

B.  has  stayed  up  too  late 
• C.  is  weary  of  the  situation 

D.  is  furious  with  his  family 


7.  In  context,  the  word  “affronted”  (line  82) 
means  that  Mrs.  Bennet  has  been 

A.  naive 
• B.  offended 

C.  surprised 

D.  indifferent 


Questions  6 and  7 were  two  of  a set  of  ten  questions  on  an  excerpt 
fi"om  the  radio  play  adaptation  of  Jane  Austin’s  novel,  Pride  and 
Prejudice. 

Some  of  the  teachers  who  reviewed  the  examination  during  the 
standard-setting  session  felt  that  question  6 would  be  challenging  for 
the  tjrpical  English  33  student.  They  felt  that  the  student  would  need  a 
sohd  understanding  of  Mr.  Bonnet’s  character  as  well  as  an 
understanding  of  the  implications  of  the  stage  direction  and  of  Mr. 
Bennet’s  speech  to  be  able  to  infer  the  correct  motivation  for  his 
behavior.  They  believed  that  few  students  would  be  able  to  do  this. 

However,  many  students  answered  this  question  correctly,  including 
many  of  the  students  receiving  marks  between  50%  and  64%.  Even 
43.9%  of  the  students  who  failed  the  diploma  examination  understood 
Mr.  Bennet  well  enough  to  infer  his  motivation  correctly. 


Some  of  the  standard  setters  also  felt  that  question  7 would  be 
difficult  because  the  word  “afironted”  is  not  likely  to  be  familiar  to  most 
English  33  students.  However,  this  proved  to  be  a relatively  easy 
question.  Most  of  the  students  (81.5%)  were  able  to  use  context,  clues, 
such  as  contrast  with  the  word  “amusing”  and  comparison  with  the 
word  “indignantly”  in  lines  83  and  84,  to  determine  the  word’s 
meaning. 


Questions  32  and  33  were  the  last  questions  of  a set  of  seven  on  the 
poem  “The  Meadow  Mouse”  by  Theodore  Roethke. 


32.  In  the  context  of  lines  27  to  30,  the  word 
“hapless”  means 

• A.  unfortunate 

B.  inadequate 

C.  careless 

D.  small 


33.  The  images  in  lines  27  to  30  represent 

MAINLY  the  speaker’s 

A.  attempt  to  put  all  things  in  order 

B.  acknowledgment  of  the  laws  of 
chance 

• C.  acknowledgment  of  universal 
vulnerability 

D.  awareness  of  the  fate  of  the  meadow 
mouse 


60.  The  STRONGEST  indication  that  the 
neighbors  admired  the  narrator’s 
grandfather  is  that 

A.  the  grandfather  is  described  as  a ‘lall, 
handsome,  godly  man” 

B.  the  grandfather  gave  an  acre  of 
pasture  for  a township  cemetery 

C.  they  named  the  grandfather  president 
of  the  telephone  cooperative 

• D.  they  felt  the  preacher’s  funeral  text 
was  “an  insulf  to  the  grandfather 


In  question  32,  students  were  asked  to  use  context  clues  to  determine 
the  meaning  of  the  word  “hapless.”  It  is  disappointing  that  only  54.9% 
of  all  students  were  able  to  use  the  strong  contextual  clues — the 
situations  of  the  nestling,  the  turtle,  and  the  paral3rtic  mentioned  in  the 
poem,  and  the  close  proximity  of  the  words  “innocent”  and  “forsaken” — 
to  infer  the  correct  answer.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  20,9%  of  all 
students  (11.5%  of  students  achieving  the  standard  of  excellence  and 
22,6%  of  the  students  receiving  marks  between  50%  and  64%)  thought 
that  alternative  C,  “careless,”  was  the  correct  answer,  and  that  17.1%  of 
all  students  (9.9%  of  the  students  achieving  the  standard  of  excellence 
and  18.1%  of  the  students  receiving  marks  between  50%  and  64%) 
thought  that  alternative  D,  “small,”  was  correct. 

The  results  for  question  33  were  also  disappointing.  This  question 
proved  to  be  extremely  difficult;  only  32.2%  of  all  students  answered 
correctly  (57.3%  of  the  students  achieving  the  standard  of  excellence  and 
25.7%  of  the  students  receiving  marks  between  50%  and  64%).  Most 
students  did  not  recognize  that,  in  lines  27  to  30,  the  poet  is  generalizing 
beyond  the  situation  established  in  the  rest  of  the  poem  (i.e.,  beyond  the 
fate  of  the  meadow  mouse)  and  is  making  a statement  about  universal 
vulnerability.  In  fact,  46.2%  of  all  students  (27.2%  of  the  students 
achieving  the  standard  of  excellence  and  50.9%  of  the  students  receiving 
marks  between  50%  and  64%)  selected  alternative  D. 

Questions  60,  67,  and  70  were  three  of  a set  of  13  questions  on  an 
excerpt  from  Lake  Wobegon  Days  by  Garrison  Keillor.  All  three  of  these 
questions  proved  to  be  challenging  but  highly  discriminating,  and  they 
exemplify  the  performance  of  students  who  achieved  the  standard  of 
excellence  on  the  January  1993  English  33  Diploma  Examination. 

Question  60  asked  students  to  use  their  powers  of  judgment  to  select 
the  response  that  indicated,  most  strongly,  the  neighbors’  admiration  for 
the  narrator’s  grandfather.  This  is  to  be  found  in  hnes  16  to  19  of  the 
excerpt:  “He  was  a tall,  handsome,  godly  man,  and  so  admired  that 
when  the  preacher  at  his  funeral  chose  the  text  ‘For  all  have  sinned  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God,’  his  neighbors  considered  it  an  insult.” 
Obviously,  the  neighbors  believed  that  the  narrator’s  grandfather  was 
incapable  of  sin.  While  only  46.8%  of  all  students  answered  this 
question  correctly,  this  number  included  85.4%  of  the  students  who 
achieved  the  standard  of  excellence  and  only  31.4%  of  the  students  who 
received  marks  between  50%  and  64%.  Only  16.2%  of  the  students  who 
failed  the  examination  answered  question  60  correctly. 


Continued 


67.  The  narrator  uses  a mocking  tone  when 
he  states 

A.  “she  may  clue  you  in  on  things  your 
mom  would  never  tell  you” 

(lines  43-44) 

B.  “She  found  out  when  I flunked  out  of 
college”  (line  60) 

C.  “When  I talk  to  her,  I often  feel  I’m 
talking  to  my  grandfather”  (line  95) 

• D.  “they  didn’t  fall  off  the  side  of  the 

house  because  they  were  tired”  (lines 
105-106) 


Question  67  asked  students  to  select  a statement  that  illustrated  the 
narrator’s  use  of  a mocking  tone.  Forty-nine  percent  of  all  students 
answered  this  question  correctly,  80.2%  of  the  students  achieving  the 
standard  of  excellence  and  36.4%  of  the  students  receiving  marks 
between  50%  and  64%.  Only  15.5%  of  the  students  who  failed  the 
examination  answered  question  67  correctly. 


70.  The  concluding  statement,  “Still,  it’s  not 
easy  to  say  what  you’ve  done  and  not 
write  up  a better  version”  (lines  106-107), 
means  that  it  is 

• A.  tempting  to  hide  one’s  errors 

B.  rewarding  to  share  one’s  faults  with 
others 

C.  difficult  to  get  others  to  see  one’s  real 
worth 

D.  better  to  speak  the  truth  and  face  the 
consequences 


Question  70  asked  students  to  interpret  the  meaning  of  a statement 
taken  from  the  excerpt.  Approximately  47%  of  all  students  answered 
this  question  correctly,  85.1%  of  the  students  achieving  the  standard  of 
excellence  and  38.7%  of  the  students  receiving  marks  between  50%  and 
64%.  Only  13.5%  of  the  students  who  failed  the  examination  answered 
question  70  correctly. 


For  further  information,  contact  Tom  Dimn  or  Elana  Scraba  at  the 
Student  Evaluation  Branch,  427-0010. 


